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IMMEDIATELY
ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES ANALYSIS CENTER AT UM
EXAMINES PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
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MISSOULA-The Environment and Resources Analysis Center on the University of Montana campus in
Missoula has developed into a region-wide research organization for the Rocky Mountain
area.
Together with The Institute of Ecology's Committee on Future Environments of the
Rocky Mountain region (COFE) and the Rocky Mountain Environmental Research-Quest for a
Future (RMER-Quest) project funded by the National Science Foundation, the Environmental
Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service, the Center has been studying the
environmental, social and economic problems and futures of the Rocky Mountain region.
What began as the UM Center for Natural Resources, sponsored by the UM Foundation
10 years ago, now includes alI the larger universities and research organizations from
Alaska to the Mexican border.
Director of the Center and UM professor of forestry, Dr. Arnold W. Bolle, said the
place of university research in examining the problems and futures of the region are
better understood now than ever before.
"The whole process is based on the idea that the universities have important, largely
untapped resources available to help in understanding the problems and in broadening the
scope of knowledge. to deal with regional problems," Bolle said.
"The place of the university is recognized as tha t of providing knowledge, particularly
for long-range planning, of developing new knowledge in order to better understand the
consequences of decisions, and of broadening the range of alternatives available in
dec i s ion rna k i ng • "
- more -
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Bol Je said that while the Center is experimental and there are few prototypes to
draw upon, the results of its various projects have been encouraging.
"The faculty members involved seem to respond beautifully.
and grow with the contact of eel leagues in other universities.
the Individuals, the universities and the region as a whole.

They love it, In fact,
The result is a gain for

There Is even conjecture

about possible joint educational programs which opens up many new exciting posslbi lities,
"Perhaps even more important are the relationships developing between universities
and government agencies, federal, state and local, and those between citizen groups and
industry."
The University of Montana, with Colorado State University, Fort Collins· Utah State

--

,

University, Logan; and Arizona State University, Tempe, is a strong power in the regiona l
configuration of those universities working in environmental areas, according to Bolle.
A number of UM faculty have been directly involved in the Center's projects, and many
more have Indicated an interest in involvement.
Bolle said the relationship between UM and The Institute of Ecology is proving
beneficial to UM in several ways.

UM research faculties at the Biological Station at

Yellow Bay and the Lubrecht Experimental Forest have been Invited to join a national
program involving the interchange of scientists.
"We do not have a big, well-financed Center on the UM campus," Bolle said, "but our
ideas have led to a project which is becoming a major force in the Rocky Mountain region,
promising benefits to the people of the region and the nation for a long time to come.''

